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No. XVII. 

CUPPING APPARATUS. 

The Silver Vulcan Medal was this session presented 
to Mr. J. P. Clark, 5, King-street, Holborn, for his 
Cupping Apparatus. The following communication has 
been received from him on the subject, and a specimen 
of his invention has been placed in the Society's repo- 
sitory. 

5, King-street, Holborn, 
Sir, Jan. 30, 1826. 

In compliance with the regulations of the Society for the 
encouragement of Arts, &c, I have given in to the house- 
keeper a model of my little improvement on the cupping 
apparatus, accompanied with a certificate from Sir Everard 
Home, Bart., expressive of his opinion of its importance. 
I have also inclosed a short description of it, with some 
remarks on the merits to which it professes to lay claim. 
Mr. Carpue has seen it, and will be ready, whenever you 
find it convenient, to express his opinion of the apparatus. 

I am, Sir, 
A. Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. J. P. Clark. 
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5, King-street, Holborn, 
Sir, Jan. 28, 1826. 

In compliance with the advice of several of the most 
eminent medical gentlemen in London, I have ventured to 
request that you will have the kindness to submit to the 
consideration and protection of the Society for the encou- 
ragement of Arts, &c, the accompanying cupping appa- 
ratus which I have lately invented. 

The importance of cupping, as a surgical operation, is 
fully admitted by every medical practitioner ; while it is 
well known that, from the difficulty experienced in fixing 
the glasses effectively in the ordinary way, few surgeons 
ever attempt performing the operation. Hence it is that 
in London, and other large cities, cupping has become a 
distinct profession. In the army and navy, and in the 
country generally, the want of expert cuppers is felt as a 
serious inconvenience. I am at liberty, from the highest 
medical authority, to state, that every reasonable effort has 
been made to render the army surgeons expert cuppers ; 
but that this being found impracticable, the further prose- 
cution of the design had for the present been abandoned. 
I have the satisfaction of being able to state, from the 
same authority, that my little invention completely re- 
moves the difficulty, and that it will be introduced among 
the army surgeons forthwith. 

As all those who have written on the art of cupping are 
agreed as to the difficulty of managing the glasses, I shall 
take the liberty of stating here what Mr. Weiss has written 
on the subject. 

" Cupping," says Mr. Weiss, " has not acquired that 
extensive and general use which its benefits entitle it to, 
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from the acknowledged difficulties of the art of employing 
the ordinary cupping apparatus, unless the cupper be en- 
gaged in constant practice, and thus acquire and maintain 
great dexterity, particularly in the management and ap- 
plication of the glasses. This constant practice is so essen- 
tially necessary, that the assistant surgeons of some large 
institutions at a distance from town, to whose duty cupping 
devolves, are obliged to practise dry cupping on themselves 
to preserve their skill ; and many country practitioners are 
obliged to abandon the remedy altogether." 

The new apparatus now submitted to the Society com- 
pletely removes all these difficulties, by the extreme sim- 
plicity of its construction and application ; and it will add 
very little to the usual expense. 

The accompanying certificate, kindly and handsomely 
offered by Sir Everard Home, Bart., when he first saw my 
cupping glass applied, contains also the sentiments ex- 
pressed by every medical gentleman who has yet seen it ; 
among whom I have the honour to reckon Sir Astley 
Cooper, Bart., Sir James McGregor, Sir William Frank- 
lin, Con. Carpue, Esq., Peter M'Gregor, Esq., &c. &c. 

I am, Sir, 

A. Aikin, Esq. &c - ^ &c - 

Secretary, fyc. Sfc. J. P. Clark. 



Description of the Cupping Apparatus lately invented by 
Mr. Clark, Cupper. 

Unlike every other apparatus used for fixing the cups, 
Mr. Clark's contains the principle of exhaustion within the 
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glass itself; and as flame only ascends, it never can burn, 
except from carelessness, the part to be cupped. Each of the 
glasses is furnished with a semicircular hoop of silver, suffi- 
ciently elastic to adapt itself readily to the internal form of 
the glass. Both ends of the hoop are covered with a small 
piece of leather, to render it more steady. The apparatus 
is readily transferred from one glass to another of nearly 
the same size, and will last a lifetime. In the centre of 
the hoop there is a small tube, for the reception of a silver 
pin. The pin is formed with a spring on the upper end, 
where it enters the tube; its other end terminates in a 
small moveable ring, which retains a sponge, or any other 
proper substance, and yet readily gives way to the skin, 
should it rise so high within the glass. This pin is easily 
removed, and its place supplied by a fresh one every time 
the glass is removed from the skin. Two or three applica- 
tions are generally sufficient during one operation, so that 
eight pins may be considered a sufficient complement for 
six glasses. 

The advantage of this method of cupping is, that any 
one may readily perform it without the least difficulty. 



Fig. l. 



F*ff . 2. 




Fig. 1, a a a section of the cupping-glass ; bb a silver 
spring fitting within it, and having a socket c in the centre ; 
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d a silver pin fitting into the socket ; e a piece of sponge 
on the pin d, to hold the spirits. 

Fig. 2, the spring and pin d separated, and without the 
glass ; // bits of leather cemented on to the ends of the 
spring, to make it hold in better and go in and out easier. 



CERTIFICATE. 

Sackville-street, Jan. 26, 1826. 
This is to certify, that I have examined the new inven- 
tion of Mr. J. P. Clark, which appears to me simple, in- 
genious, and useful, in the greatest degree, for the purpose 
of cupping ; I have therefore recommended him to bring 
it under the observation and protection of the Society for 
the encouragement of Arts. 

Everard Home. 



No. XVIII. 
HAND-RAIL SECTOR. 



The Large Silver Medal was this session presented 
to Mr. C. Hartley, 4, Essex-street, Battle-bridge, 
for a Hand-rail Sector ; a model of which has been 
placed in the Society's repository. 

Sir, 4, Essex-street, Battle-bridge. 

I beg leave to lay before the Society of Arts, &c. a model 
and drawings of an instrument of my invention, which I 



